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ANTI-BIGOTRY

Pres�dent George Wash�ngton’s letter
on tolerance to the Hebrew
Congregat�on of Newport, Rhode Island
�n 1790, quoted the Hebrew prophet
M�cah.

The Yale seal shows the Hebrew “Ur�m V’Tumm�m,” the
Hebrew equ�valent of Yale’s motto “L�ght and Truth.” The
same words appeared on the breastplates of the Kohan�m (the
H�gh Pr�ests) �n the days of the Temple. At the top of the
Columb�a seal �s the tetragrammaton, the four-letter
representat�on of G-d’s name, wh�ch Jews cons�der too holy to
be spoken aloud. 

The �nscr�pt�on on the L�berty Bell �s from the Torah. 

“Procla�m l�berty throughout all the land unto all the

�nhab�tants thereof.” 

-Lev�t�cus 25:10 

FREEDOM FOR ALL

THE VALUE OF EDUCATION

THE AMERICAN DREAM
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Themes from the Torah were central to the found�ng of
Amer�ca’s most prest�g�ous �nst�tut�ons of h�gher learn�ng,
�nclud�ng Ivy League schools l�ke Yale and Columb�a, whose
seals reflect th�s �nsp�rat�on. 

05  HEBREW OR ENGLISH?

Due to the d�sl�ke of all th�ngs Engl�sh, the early Amer�cans
cons�dered mak�ng Hebrew the�r off�c�al language. In 1620,
p�lgr�m leader W�ll�am Bradford held a dec�d�ng vote on the
Mayflower as to wh�ch language they would speak. Hebrew lost
by one s�ngle vote.

“G�ve me your t�red, your poor,

Your huddled masses yearn�ng to breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your teem�ng shore.

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,

I l�ft my lamp bes�de the golden door!”

These f�nal l�nes of “The New Colossus,” the
sonnet at the foot of the Statue of L�berty,
ep�tom�ze the open arms and prom�ses of
opportun�ty at the heart of the Amer�can Dream.

The poem’s author was Emma Lazarus, a Jew�sh
New Yorker �nsp�red by the Jew�sh �deals that
fueled her pass�on for safe �mm�grat�on to Amer�ca
and the Land of Israel.

“May the ch�ldren of the stock of Abraham who

dwell �n th�s land cont�nue to mer�t and enjoy the

good w�ll of the other �nhab�tants—wh�le every one

shall s�t �n safety under h�s own v�ne and f�g tree

and there shall be none to make h�m afra�d.”

Download our free
curr�culum on the
H�story of the Jew�sh
People here!
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INSPIRING PROGRESS

“The Hebrews have done more to c�v�l�ze men than any

other nat�on. If I were an athe�st, and bel�eved bl�nd

eternal fate, I should st�ll bel�eve that fate had orda�ned

the Jews to be the most essent�al �nstrument for c�v�l�z�ng

the nat�ons.” -John Adams


